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Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG regarding: final report for BLECHexpo and SCHWEISStec 2011


BLECHexpo and SCHWEISStec Generate Business Power

10th BLECHexpo and 3rd SCHWEISStec firm up their exceptional positioning as Europe’s process sequence platform with just under 26,000 expert visitors and outstanding foreign participation

Slow start on Monday, rapid acceleration as of Tuesday and a successful closing on Thursday – this was the common denominator of the double trade fair consisting of the 10th BLECHexpo and the 3rd SCHWEISStec which were held at the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre from the 6th through the 9th of June. In keeping with the slogan for BLECHexpo’s 10th anniversary event, namely “Sheet Metal Meets Business”, the transition to “BLECHexpo Generates Business Power” is fully justified in light of the trade fair’s successful conclusion. And the same applies to SCHWEISStec, held this year for the third time, which experienced a tremendous influx of expert visitors from inside and outside of Germany and is becoming more and more “emancipated”

BLECHexpo and SCHWEISSTec in the Fast Lane

Despite the verifiably strong success of the BLECHexpo international trade fair for sheet metal processing and the SCHWEISStec international trade fair for joining technology in the form of orders received directly at the event, it must by no means be kept a secret that the long weekend preceding the event did not provide for best possible launching conditions. However, the decision to open the double process sequence trade fair(s) on a Monday this time round can be traced back to the extraordinary scheduling situation at the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre in 2011 (another event, the “Deutsche Kinder- und Jugendtag”, took place at the same time), and to the explicit recommendation of the BLECHexpo and SCHWEISStec exhibitor committee.

Desired Schedule as of Fall 2013

Due to the fact that the dates for the 11th BLECHexpo and the 4th SCHWEISStec in 2013, as well as for the years to come, have been pushed out into late fall (4 to 7 November 2013), the desired alternating biennial schedule will be implemented as of this point in time for the two largest international sheet metal events held in Stuttgart and Hanover respectively. With a total of 1030 exhibitors from 31 countries and 753,000 square feet of overall exhibition floor space, complementary trade fairs BLECHexpo and SCHWEISStec are advancing relentlessly. This was made apparent by the above mentioned 25,852 expert visitors who travelled to Stuttgart from 89 countries around the world, and above all the appreciable numbers of verified machine sales transacted on the very first day of the event.

Large Numbers of Foreign Expert Visitors 

The atmosphere amongst the exhibitors, as well as the expert visitors, became more and exuberant by the hour – especially in light of the fact that the good to very good order situation emphatically prompted users of products, systems and tooling for commercial to highly industrial sheet metal processing to invest in state-of-the-art technology. It was also noteworthy that a disproportionately large number of expert visitors from Switzerland, France, Italy, the Netherlands and Turkey attended BLECHexpo’s 10th birthday and the 3rd SCHWEISStec. And this was underscored by the fact that the machine tool industry for the field of sheet metal processing in Switzerland, Italy and the Netherlands is concentrated to a great extent on the high-end segment, whereas there are only a few manufacturers left in France and, finally, Turkey covers the lower to mid-range market segments.

Worldwide Offerings – from Low Budget to High-End Equipment

It’s apparent that all of these manufacturers see BLECHexpo as the ideal platform for reaching their target groups. After all, any company that succeeds in establishing itself at the heart of the European manufacturing arena can do the same elsewhere. In an extended sense, this applies as well to suppliers of welding technology and electrical tools, and thus the expanded processes sequence for users of all sizes from all sectors goes full circle. Within this context, the excellent quality of expert visitors from near and far was highly praised, so that in the end satisfied faces predominated everywhere.

The Schall Group of Companies

Trade fair promoter P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG organises six different public exhibitions in Germany and 20 technical trade fairs at the international level. Motek (handling technology), Control (quality assurance) and Optatec (optical technologies) are the world’s leading events in their respective industries. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered number two throughout the world. Trade fairs held at the new Stuttgart Exhibition Centre including Motek, Control and Blechexpo, occupied roughly 1,990,000 square feet of floor space in a total of 15 halls in 2009. Approximately 3000 companies exhibited their products and services on 12 trade fair days. 75,000 international guests visited the trade fair halls in Stuttgart during this time. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 40 employees.
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