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Press Release from P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG Trade Fairs and Exhibitions regarding: 
10th BLECHexpo and 3rd SCHWEISStec from 6 to 9 June 2011

Full House for BLECHexpo’s 10th Birthday

10th BLECHexpo and 3rd SCHWEISStec – the highly successful trade fair duo presents the world of sheet metal processing, including welding and joining technology, in Stuttgart from the 6th through the 9th of June, 2011

With seven fully booked halls, amounting to overall exhibition floor space of more than 750,000 square feet, international trade fairs BLECHexpo and SCHWEISStec will present themselves on an unexpectedly large scale at the 2011 event. Despite an evident upward trend at the last double-header trade fair towards the end of 2009, hardly anyone would have thought that the markets would recover so quickly – and continue to expand – as was the case during the course of the year 2010. But now, in the spring of 2011, proof has been impressively furnished that the sheet metal processing industries are experiencing more than just a renaissance, and are making rapid advances. This is not least made apparent by record breaking participation of just under 1000 exhibitors who have booked floor space at the 10th BLECHexpo (currently 878 exhibitors) and the 3rd SCHWEISStec (currently 97 exhibitors). That makes a total of 975 exhibitors from 29 industrial nations and newly industrialized countries around the world, who will journey to Stuttgart with their products and services.

Nearly 1000 Exhibitors will Occupy 750,000 Square Feet of Overall Floor Space

According to the project team headed up by Monika Potthoff and Jürgen Handte, 375,000 square feet are currently allocated to the 10th BLECHexpo and an additional 43,000 to the 3rd SCHWEISStec. As compared with the event in 2009, this amounts to an 8% increase – an outstanding number considering the fact that the figures had already reached high levels in 2009. In addition to great demand for unchanged to considerably increased booth floor space, there’s a massive run on the highly popular and well established forums (the exhibitor forum and the DVS expert forum). As a result, both of these forums have been flagged “booked out”, and it’s unfortunately no longer possible to accept any further registrations. The exhibitor forum will be held all day Monday, all day Wednesday and for half a day on Thursday, and Tuesday has been reserved for the expert forum organised by the DVS (German Association for Welding and Related Processes). 

Booked Out Exhibition Halls and Forums, a Well Established Business Platform

As already reported in the daily papers and trade journals, cooperation of private trade fair promoters P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG with the VDW (German Machine Tool Builders’ Association) is above all intended to foster expanding internationalism at BLECHexpo. With additional collaborations involving welding technology (DVS) and electric tools (electric tools division of the Central Association for Electrical Engineering and the Electronics Industry, ZVEI), the industry exhibition duo comprised of the BLECHexpo international trade fair for sheet metal processing and the SCHWEISStec international trade fair for joining technology is evolving into the world’s first, closed process-sequence event for all issues concerning sheet metal, pipe and profile processing. The BLECHexpo and SCHWEISStec trade fairs, which are already highly esteemed at the international level, are thus setting standards for industry meets with process sequence character, and in doing so are pointing the way to a new type of business platform.

The Schall Group of Companies
Trade fair promoter P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG organises six different public exhibitions in Germany and 20 technical trade fairs at the international level. Motek (handling technology), Control (quality assurance) and Optatec (optical technologies) are the world’s leading events in their respective industries. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered number two throughout the world. Trade fairs held at the new Stuttgart Exhibition Centre including Motek, Control and Blechexpo, occupied roughly 1,990,000 square feet of floor space in a total of 15 halls in 2009. Approximately 3000 companies exhibited their products and services on 12 trade fair days. 75,000 international guests visited the trade fair halls in Stuttgart during this time. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 40 employees.
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