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Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG Regarding: 10th BLECHexpo from 6 through 9 June 2011 at the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre

BLECHexpo 2011 – a Decade of Modern Sheet Metal Processing

10th Birthday with Complete, Worldwide Offerings for Sheet Metal Processing Technology and Complementary Offerings for Thermal Cutting, Joining and Fastening at the 5th SCHWEISStec

With accustomed freshness and top quality, and bigger than ever, the 10th BLECHexpo will be held in the ultramodern halls of the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre from the 6th through the 9th of June, 2011. Record breaking participation figures are already becoming apparent for this minor anniversary of the BLECHexpo international trade fair for sheet metal processing – with regard to both exhibition floor space and exhibitor numbers. To date, 900 exhibitors have booked available floor space in halls 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 for the complementary, highly practical trade fair duo including BLECHexpo and SCHWEISStec, and thus will occupy a total of roughly 750,000 square feet. Halls 1 and 2 are unfortunately unavailable because another event will be held there, which represents somewhat of an obstacle. Nevertheless, P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG will once again be able to register a significant success as private trade fair promoters, because floor space occupied at the last event has already been clearly exceeded, which applies to BLECHexpo as well as to SCHWEISStec.

The Post-Crisis Motto: Step On the Gas!

It’s also interesting to note that after getting through the crisis, many new exhibitors have registered to participate, which is indicative of the great importance of BLECHexpo at home in Germany, and beyond – especially in light of the fact that 25% of all currently registered exhibitors come from outside of Germany, and that offerings covering sheet metal processing machines, as well as thermal cutting, joining and fastening technology from 24 countries around the world will undoubtedly represent complete, worldwide product offerings. Alone the 5th SCHWEISStec, with roughly 100 exhibitors and 105,000 square feet to date, will occupy hall 6 in its entirety, where the joint BLECHexpo-SCHWEISStec forum will also be held. And thus it can be said that the SCHWEISSTec international trade fair for joining technology has been able to establish itself very well within a short period of time, which is really no wonder in light of increasing process sequence intermeshing.

7 Halls, 900 Exhibitors, 750,000 Square Feet of Overall Floor Space

Taken together, the more than 900 exhibitors registered to date (over 800 for BLECHexpo and roughly 100 for SCHWEISSTec) cover all relevant technologies throughout the process sequence for efficient sheet metal processing – from raw materials right on up to joining parts made from sheet metal, profiles and pipe into assemblies. Upon special request from the SCHWEISStec exhibitor advisory committee, the decision was made to expand the event’s nomenclature to include the technically relevant topics of mechanical fastening and joining technologies for the next, i.e. the 5th SCHWEISStec. And thus offerings will do justice to new requirements with regard to joining and fastening modern materials, as well as hybrid materials. After all, for example, it’s frequently impossible to use thermal joining processes for combinations consisting of high-strength sheet metals with coatings, which applies to an even greater extent to innovative hybrid solutions comprised of steel and aluminium sheet, in which case only mechanical processes such as clinching, riveting screwing etc. can be utilised reliably and efficiently.

Prospects for Spring 2011

If not all of the plainly apparent indicators are deceptive, the trade fair duo including the 10th BLECHexpo and the 5th SCHWEISStec is headed towards a record-breaking event with roughly 1000 exhibitors. If this indeed turns out to be the case, usable exhibition floor space amounting to roughly 750,000 square feet (overall) will be fully booked out. In any case, BLECHexpo and SCHWEISStec will take place at precisely the right time, because now that manufacturing companies have done their homework during the crisis by promoting innovation and new products, the issues of energy efficiency and increased productivity are now at the forefront, and the industry sector’s two most important trade fairs for the year 2011 offer a well-rounded solutions portfolio in this respect.

The Schall Group of Companies

Trade fair promoter P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG organises six different public exhibitions in Germany and 20 technical trade fairs at the international level. Motek (handling technology), Control (quality assurance), Optatec (optical technologies) and Car & Sound (mobile electronics) are the world’s leading events in their respective industries. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered number two throughout the world. Trade fairs held at the new Stuttgart Exhibition Centre including Motek, Control and Blechexpo, occupied roughly 1,990,000 square feet of floor space in a total of 15 halls in 2009. Approximately 3000 companies exhibited their products and services on 12 trade fair days. 75,000 international guests visited the trade fair halls in Stuttgart during this time. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 50 employees.

Press contact person:
P.E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG
Rainer Färber
Director of Marketing and PR
Phone:
+49 (0)7025 / 92 06-673
Fax:
+49 (0)7025 / 92 06-625
faerber@schall-messen.de
[image: image1.jpg]