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Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG regarding: 9th BLECHexpo and 2nd SCHWEISStec at the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre

Growth for BLECHexpo and SCHWEISStec

The 9th BLECHexpo and the 2nd SCHWEISStec are successfully bracing themselves against the slackening trade fair trend: already more than 700 firm bookings, and not only will all the market leaders be on hand ...

Breaking the 500 mark was announced in the last press release in March 2009 and now, two months later, more than 700 companies have already registered for definite participation at the 9th BLECHexpo and the 2nd SCHWEISStec. “This isn’t just a great success which was hardly expected to result in such large numbers, it’s also an incentive for us, as well as for all industry players, to brace ourselves against the trend and demonstrate presence within the market”, says the project manager of complementary trade fairs BLECHexpo and SCHWEISStec. After analysing the current facts and figures for the BLECHexpo international trade fair for sheet metal processing and the SCHWEISStec international trade fair for joining technology, it’s plainly apparent that both events are demonstrating healthy growth despite the continuing unpleasant economic situation.
Already More than 700 Exhibitors ...

Still more than 6 months remain until the event is held from the 1st through the 4th of December, 2009, and exhibitors from 23 countries around the world, including Germany, have already made firm bookings. Furthermore, manufacturers and suppliers from the 22 countries outside of Germany account for 23% of the total of more than 700 companies who have registered thus far, and with regard to occupied exhibition floor space foreign companies make up 25% of the total figure! This is astonishing on the one hand because the markets in neighbouring countries, as well as in distant industrial nations, are stagnating at a reduced level, and on the other hand because competitive force naturally varies. And not least of all, persistent determination to exhibit at the BLECHexpo / SCHWEISStec trade fair double-header has unmistakably demonstrated the fact that foreign suppliers and manufacturers intend to subject themselves assertively to the great demands of customers and users from all over the world, for which reason they will make the journey to the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre.

Growing Interest from Outside of Germany ...

The 2nd SCHWEISSTec is experiencing similarly encouraging development, and has reach a level of just under 60% of the highly successful figures achieved at the last event in 2007. To date, more than 57% of the exhibitors have registered and an equal percentage of floor space has been booked. Suppliers and manufacturers come from seven countries including Germany. And this is astonishing in light of the competing event which will take place this year in western Germany (only once every four years), but at the same time it points out the soundness and the permanence of the double-header trade fair concept of private trade fair promoter Paul E. Schall, i.e. continuing to pursue the process sequence idea and presenting the complementary topics of sheet metal processing, as well as joining and bonding technology, to international expert visitors at a central location.
Theme Parks Round Out the Information Offerings

The new theme parks which will be incorporated into the 9th BLECHexpo and the 2nd SCHWEISStec for the first time can be understood within this context as well, and will provide expert visitors with the opportunity of looking beyond their horizons in a compact format, while nevertheless focussing on core issues. The “Microsystems Technology” theme park in hall 6 will deal with all aspects of precision engineering and micro-technology in the field of sheet metal processing, and will emphasise suitable and relevant technologies and solutions. The “Applicationpak” theme park in hall 5 will pursue the process sequence concept and present detail applications, subsystems and complete solutions for manufacturing technology. And finally, the “Training and Research” theme park located in hall 7 has been assigned the task of presenting technical information offerings and breaking down inhibitions, as well as supporting the technology transfer.

The Schall Group of Companies
The Schall group organises a total of 26 national and international exhibitions at its own, and at external venues both inside and outside of Germany. Six of these are public exhibitions, for example “Faszination Modellbau”. The other 20 events are technical trade fairs which cover important industry sectors. Motek (handling technology), Control (quality assurance), Optatec (optical technologies) and Car & Sound (mobile electronics) are worldwide, leading technical trade fairs. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered the number two events in their respective industries throughout the world. At the events which take place in Germany, 12 to 20% of the visitors come from foreign countries. Alone in Stuttgart, Schall’s Motek, Control and Blechexpo trade fairs occupied at total of more than 1,900,000 square feet of floor space in 2007 (this corresponds to 19 fully occupied pavilions) thus making a considerable contribution to utilisation of the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre. On the twelve days during which these events were held, representatives from roughly 3000 exhibiting companies, as well as approximately 80,000 visitors came to Stuttgart – a significant push for the local economy, service providers, hotels and restaurants. In the meantime, the trade fair concepts for Motek and Control have also been adopted in France, Italy, Austria, Sweden, China and India. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 50 employees.
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