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Press Release from P. E. Schall GmbH & Co. KG regarding: 9th BLECHexpo and 2nd SCHWEISStec at the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre

BLECHexpo and SCHWEISStec with Unbridled Power

The BLECHexpo-SCHWEISStec technical trade fair duo is generating unmistakably positive signals and is thus successfully digging in its heels against any and all economic downswings.

Good news in rather lean times: Manufacturers and suppliers of sheet metal processing machines are once again demonstrating confidence and will pass through the economic low point of the year 2009 at the latest during active participation at the BLECHexpo international trade fair for sheet metal processing. And the same applies to the complementary SCHWEISStec international trade fair for joining technology, which will also present a truly encouraging array of exhibitors. As reported by Monika Frank, project manager of the successful trade fair duo, by the beginning of March 2009 more than 620 exhibitors had already made firm floor space bookings. 490 reservations received from German companies and 130 reservations from companies outside of Germany result in bookings for more than 333,000 square feet of net floor space, so that the record breaking occupancy figures achieved in 2007, namely 355,000 square feet, have already been nearly matched.

And the Last Shall Be the First ...

Although unusually late dates for the event were received by the promoter and the exhibitors with mixed feelings, as it turns out scheduling from the 1st through the 4th of December will actually be a stroke of luck. Because the economic situation in the so-called real economy, which has been caused exclusively by the finance markets, has now begun to settle down a bit, and at least a slight upturn is anticipated within the markets after a lengthy period of stagnation and decline which is expected to continue into the third quarter. There’s still more than 8 months time before BLECHexpo and SCHWEISStec open their doors, and Monika Frank is thus confident that visitor numbers for the year 2007 (namely 858) will certainly be matched, if not exceeded.

More Demand from Outside of Germany!

The fact that this is by no means unrealistic, but rather entirely possible, is demonstrated by various factors and aspects. For example, 130 of the already more than 620 exhibitors come from outside of Germany, representing 22 countries from around the globe. In addition to this, there are lots of RFQs for booths and expanded floor space from Germany, Belgium, the Netherlands, Italy, the Czech Republic and Turkey, which has led the trade fair team to initially schedule 7 pavilions at the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre, corresponding to roughly 805,000 square feet of overall floor space. As far as SCHWEISStec exhibitors are concerned, more than 65% of the floor space occupied in 2007 has already been booked firmly, so that a full house can be expected here as well.

Electric Welding Units and Tools Represented by Prominent Companies!

Confidence is justified not least by the fact that a host of new exhibitors from Germany and other European countries, as well as from Asia, will be represented at the 9th BLECHexpo and the 2nd SCHWEISStec, thus further expanding the range of offerings. Now that the ZVEI association and manufacturers of electric tools have decided in favour the BLECHexpo-SCHWEISSTec process sequence trade fair duo, all of the big names from this sector will be on hand in pavilion 7, in order to present their newest products and solutions for more efficiency and economy to the expert visitors. Once again in 2009, information offerings will be rounded out by the exhibitor forums for BLECHexpo in pavilion 6, and for SCHWEISStec in pavilion 9, thus making it possible for expert visitors expected from inside and outside of Germany to gather comprehensive information in a compact format, in a time-optimised and intensive fashion.

The Schall Group of Companies 

The Schall group organises a total of 26 national and international exhibitions at its own, and at external venues both inside and outside of Germany. Six of these are public exhibitions, for example “Faszination Modellbau”. The other 20 events are technical trade fairs which cover important industry sectors. Motek (handling technology), Control (quality assurance), Optatec (optical technologies) and Car & Sound (mobile electronics) are worldwide, leading technical trade fairs. Fakuma (plastics processing) and Blechexpo (sheet metal processing) are each considered the number two events in their respective industries throughout the world. At the events which take place in Germany, 12 to 20% of the visitors come from foreign countries. Alone in Stuttgart, Schall’s Motek, Control and Blechexpo trade fairs occupied at total of more than 1,900,000 square feet of floor space in 2007 (this corresponds to 19 fully occupied pavilions) thus making a considerable contribution to utilisation of the Stuttgart Exhibition Centre. On the twelve days during which these events were held, representatives from roughly 3000 exhibiting companies, as well as approximately 80,000 visitors came to Stuttgart – a significant push for the local economy, service providers, hotels and restaurants. In the meantime, the trade fair concepts for Motek and Control have also been adopted in France, Italy, Austria, Sweden, China and India. Depending upon which events take place in each respective year, the Schall group generates an annual turnover of about €28 million with roughly 50 employees.
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