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Press Release no. 4, 24 October 2006

8th BLECHEXPO and 1st SCHWEISSTEC right on course!

645,000 square feet of overall floor space in the planning – results from BLECHEXPO 2005 already topped by far – 500 mark exceeded with regard to exhibitor numbers – above average growth in laser technology

More than 8 months before the 8th BLECHEXPO and the 1st SCHWEISSTEC open, which will take place for the first time in Stuttgart from the 13th through the 16th of June, 2007, record breaking participation can be expected in every respect. Due to the fact that the 500 mark was exceeded in October 2006 with regard to exhibitor numbers – and there’s no end in sight for further bookings –BLECHEXPO / SCHWEISSTEC project manager Monika Frank is convinced that 35% growth in exhibitor numbers, and above all occupied floor space, is possible. 645,000 square feet of overall floor space (BLECHEXPO 2005: 409,000 square feet) including pavilions 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8 at the new Stuttgart Exhibition Centre have been initially earmarked, with pavilion 8 being dedicated entirely to SCHWEISSTEC. 50% of the 105,000 square feet encompassed by pavilion 8 are booked at the moment, and it can thus be safely assumed that international expert visitors will be presented with comprehensive offerings from the fields of welding, joining and bonding technology.

Dramatic Growth in All Areas

The situation is similarly turbulent in the field of laser technology, which is characterised by significant increases in exhibitor numbers and occupied floor space. As a logical consequence, nearly 270,000 square feet of overall floor space have been earmarked for laser technology and related peripherals in pavilions 3 and 4, as well as half of pavilion 6, which translates into an enormous growth factor of 2.5 as opposed to BLECHEXPO 2005 (108,000 m²). Furthermore, the fields of tubing and profile processing technology are demonstrating strong growth as well. Finally, a host of new companies, in some cases market leaders, who have not exhibited at SÜDBLECH and successor event BLECHEXPO in the past, have registered to participate at the 
8th BLECHEXPO or the 1st SCHWEISSTEC with representative booths.

Growing Participation for Foreign Exhibitors

With the change in location from Sinsheim to Stuttgart, the desires expressed by domestic as well foreign exhibitors for more booth floor space can now be accommodated. Within this context, it is also worth mentioning that the Swiss communal booth is already booked out, and that suppliers from the Far Eastern industrial nation of the same name will introduce themselves at a “Taiwan Booth”. In addition to this, literally all of the industrialised countries who are capable of supplying an appropriate range of sheet metal processing machinery and joining technology will be represented at the 8th BLECHEXPO and the 1st SCHWEISSTEC, which allows one to draw logical conclusions regarding the great importance placed upon the highly practical trade fair combination which unites BLECHEXPO and SCHWEISSTEC.

Important:

Rumours which are causing confusion within the market, according to which the new Stuttgart Exhibition Centre will not be completed in time for BLECHEXPO/SCHWEISSTEC in the early summer of 2007, are completely unfounded. This preliminary launch of the exhibition centre must not be confused with its official opening in late summer after completion of all 9 pavilions with roughly 1,075,000 square feet of overall floor space!

Further information, logos, image files and above all exhibitor statements can be accessed at www.blechexpo-messe.de and www.schweisstec-messe.de.
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We look forward to your coverage of the event. Thank you in advance for sending us a specimen copy.









