7th BLECHEXPO from 1 through 4 June 2005

The international trade fair for sheet metal processing and joining technology is evolving into the industry’s number one meeting place in EMO year 2005.

On the basis of 6 successful SÜDBLECH events in the past, and with the trade fair’s international alignment which has now been openly documented with its new name, the BLECHEXPO, recognised throughout Europe as an international trade fair for sheet metal processing and joining technology, will be the industry’s top event in the highly promising fields of sheet metal processing, joining technology and welding technology in EMO year 2005. More than 8 months before the event opens its doors on 1 June 2005, project manager Monika Frank is already able to announce respectable registration figures: Approximately 300 companies had made firm reservations by mid October 2004, occupying more than 129,000 square feet of net exhibition floor space. In addition to this, many of the booth locations which are currently in the quotation phase have already been accepted by the exhibitors, so that an additional 64,000 square feet could also be earmarked. Almost all previous SÜDBLECH exhibitors have confirmed that they will participate, and the change to the odd-numbered years is also being well accepted, because adequate space is maintained between other similar trade fairs, both foreign and domestic.

A total of 580 exhibitors were represented at SÜDBLECH 2004 occupying more than 172,000 square feet of net exhibition floor space, and the BLECHEXPO is expected to expand into new dimensions with regard to exhibitor numbers, booth floor space and the number of displays. This comes as no surprise to insiders, because BLECHEXPO is located at the heart of user and manufacturer markets – at the economically strong centre of European industry. The fact that acceptance of the BLECHEXPO as the most important information, communication and procurement platform is rapidly growing, both inside and above all outside of Germany, is illustrated by the rapidly increasing percentage of foreign suppliers. Belgium, England, Italy, the Netherlands, Austria,


Switzerland, Sweden, Spain, Turkey, Hungary and the USA will all be represented by renowned manufacturers at BLECHEXPO 2005, with Switzerland traditionally placing the largest number of foreign exhibitors.

Project management estimates that the 7th BLECHEXPO will occupy all available space at the recently modernised Sinsheim Exhibition Centre, and will thus fill all six pavilions with a total of roughly 484,000 square feet of overall usable floor space. As has also been the case in the past at SÜDBLECH, all nationally and internationally leading manufacturers have registered to participate at the successor event as well, and it can thus be asserted without reserve that the 7th BLECHEXPO will reflect a complete spectrum of world offerings in the areas of machinery, tooling, automation equipment, peripheral devices and software for commercial and industrial sheet metal processing. This rare concentration of comprehensive product and service offerings will certainly be of great interest to domestic and foreign exhibitors, because the field of sheet metal processing is of almost no significance any more at other metal trade fairs, whether domestic or foreign. Not least for this reason, market leaders as well as interregionally and nationally operating manufacturers have pushed for an independent platform for generating and transacting business located directly within their market.
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